
Members and friends, thank you for your continued support of the Peter’s Rock Association throughout the year.  
In recognition of your support, we would like to invite you to the Second Annual Peter’s Rock Association’s fall 
festival. This year, the festival will take place on Sunday, October 25th, from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the park’s 
main entrance on Middletown Avenue. With free food, activities, displays and guided hikes, this year’s festival 
will build upon the success of last year’s event, offering fun for the whole family. I encourage everyone to join us 
for this year’s festival as this is a great time to hike the trails at Peter’s Rock Park, where you can enjoy the crisp 
autumn temperatures and the spectacular views of the fall foliage from the park’s summit. If you can’t join us on 
the 25th, you are always welcome to visit the park year round from sunrise to sunset for your outdoor enjoyment.

Speaking of outdoor enjoyment, I recently attended a press conference at the Legislative Ofþce Building in 
Hartford where the Connecticut Forest & Park Association, the oldest conservation organization in the state, in 
collaboration with the Connecticut Department of Public Health, unveiled a new website, walkCT.org. This 
informative website was established to reconnect people to the outdoors and outdoor activity and to promote 
healthy living. The site provides visitors with information on walking and hiking trails throughout Connecticut, 
as well as links to groups and organizations similar to the Peter’s Rock Association. 

I am pleased to announce that the Board has registered Peterõs Rock Park through the walkCT.org website as a 
way to build awareness of our Association and its mission, and to help promote Peter’s Rock Park as an excellent 
location for outdoor activity. I encourage you to visit the site to þnd out more information about other great 
outdoor activities and events throughout Connecticut. You are always welcome to visit our website at www.
petersrockassociation.org for more detailed information about our Park.

Finally, I want to thank North Haven Police Chief, Jim DiCarlo, for meeting recently with members of the Board 
of Directors to listen to our concerns about vandalism and continued illegal use of motorized vehicles in the park. 
We are grateful that the Chief and the police department have agreed to conduct a “strict enforcement campaign” 
in the park, issuing infractions for trespassing and impounding the vehicles of those violating the parks rules. The 
police will also subject the parents of minors operating in the park to motor vehicle infractions.  

The Association has worked tirelessly to maintain the park and promote its use for the community, yet we 
continue to experience this irresponsible activity. Our main concern is for the safety and well being of those who 
hike and walk the trails. If you are in the park and witness any illegal use of motorized vehicles, we encourage 
you to report the activity to the North Haven Police Department through its non-emergency phone number at, 
239-5321 ext. 224.

Thank you for your continued support of the Peter’s Rock Association.

Chris Fletcher
President
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Peter’s Rock History, Legends, and Folklore

My name is Ann Shirley Brockett and I am a descendant of a Revolutionary War veteran, Peter 
Brockett, who lived in a small hut at the northern base of a mountain for many years. The mountain 
in which he lived was nestled in the hills in the Montowese area of North Haven and was known as 
Indian Rock, but my ancestor changed the name to Peter’s Rock. Today, Peter’s Rock is the largest 
parcel of open space consisting of more than 220 acres of land and is just as beautiful and majestic as 
it was during the time of my ancestor.

I was born and raised not far from Peter’s Rock and I can still recall the wonderful times I had hiking 
and taking leisurely strolls on the trails and communing with nature while admiring the lovely and 
breathtaking summit views with my relatives and friends. I always anticipated with great enthusiasm 
the changing of the seasons as I witnessed þrst hand the transformation of nature as it occurred at 
Peter’s Rock. During the winter months, my brothers and sisters, and I would enjoy making angels 
and snowmen out of the pure white snow that covered the trails. We also had snowball þghts while 
dodging from tree to tree. When we returned home, my mother would always have a cup of hot cocoa 
waiting to warm our frigid bodies.

In the spring, I enjoyed walking the trails and looking at the budding of the trees and bushes while 
listening to the sounds of chirping birds nesting in the trees above. During the lazy hazy days of 
summer, my friends and I would partake in a respite from the hot sun by sitting in the shade under 
the large trees while drinking lemonade. I especially enjoyed hiking in the autumn because the cool 
and crisp air was refreshing while my eyes were captivated by the colorful foliage and my feet were 
busy shufÿing through the fallen leaves that littered the ground.

As I grew older, Peter’s Rock changed from a favorite playground to a personal sanctuary. When 
my mother died from pneumonia during the Great Depression, I took refuge on the summit while 
mourning in solace with the birds and rabbits offering me comfort and a distraction in a nature 
friendly manner. I returned to that same summit again to grieve when my brother died in battle during 
World War II and when my best friend Richard was killed in an automobile accident in 1952. 

Now nearing my 82nd birthday, I look back on the memories of my life including my days spent 
visiting Peter’s Rock and they are as special and memorable to me today as they were many decades 
ago. I have many wonderful memories to be thankful for but the memories of Peter’s Rock are uniquely 
sentimental and unforgettable. I can say with all honesty that I share the good opinion with many who 
have visited Peter’s Rock and those involved in preserving this gift of nature who said time and time 
again that it is not only a great work in progress, but also a unique and magniþcent place. Peterõs 
Rock shall remain forever in my mind and heart as a place to spend the seasons and North Haven’s 
crown jewel of open space. It truly is!  

The Crown Jewel of Open Space 
by Paul Colella

Peter’s Rock Association Community Garden

The organic community garden, located on the site of the old Neal dairy farm, which is part of Peter’s 
Rock Park, has had another successful year. Seventeen gardeners cultivated twenty-seven 10X12 foot 
plots this season. They planted a broad array of vegetables and ÿowers, which, despite the cool and wet 

weather in June and July and the hot, dry spell in August, produced a bountiful crop for most gardeners. 
The garden receives full sun. The town assisted us in many ways, supplying wood chips and mulch, and 

the Montowese volunteer þreþghters þlled our 1000-gallon water tank a few times. The $20 fee for each plot 
produced funds for additional fencing and corn-based rolls for the paths. In addition, Joe Gattilia will complete a 

kiosk, with a message board, as an Eagle Scout project this fall.

The community garden provides an opportunity to cultivate the land in an environmentally-friendly way and to build a sense of 
community. We invite residents to consider cultivating one or more 10X12 foot plots next spring for a very reasonable fee of $20 
per plot. If you are interested in being involved in the organic community garden next year, please contact either Hugh Davis at 
hjdavis@comcast.net or 248-6685 or Dorie Baker at dorie.baker@yale.edu or 288-3162.




